WHAT IS

THE BAG BAN?

Effective October 1, 2021, the
Comprehensive Bag Reduction Act
(Baltimore City Code Article 28 § 32-1,
Article 7 §62-1) prohibits retailers
from supplying customers with plastic
bags for use as check out bags. Plastic
checkout bag is defined as any plastic
bag (less than 4 mils thick) supplied
by a business to a customer at the
point of sale, pickup, or delivery to
carry purchased items. Baltimore
businesses must charge a minimum of
$0.05 for each alternative bag
distributed at check out, of which
$0.01 must be remitted to the City.

Baltimore’s plastic bag ban was slated
for implementation on January 13,

2021. Due to far-reaching impacts of
this public health and economic
emergency on our residents and
businesses, Mayor Scott issued an
Executive Order suspending the date

of implementation until October 1, 2021,
to allow for a more robust roll-out to
residents and retailers.
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WHAT TYPES OF BAGS ARE BANNED?

Any plastic bag under 4 mils thick given or received at the point of
purchase. The term‘mil; short for ‘millimeter; is used to describe bag
thickness.’1 mil’is one thousandth of an inch, 4 mils is four
thousandths of an inch. Thin plastic bags are .5 mil thick.

WHERE DOES THE BAN APPLY?

1. Supermarkets

2. Convenience Stores

3.  Restaurants

4.  @Gas stations

5.  Corner Stores

6. Shops and other sales outlets

WHERE ARE THERE EXCEPTIONS?

As per page 4 of the legislation, the ban “does not apply
to a plastic checkout bag solely used to contain:

1. Fresh fish and fresh fish products

2.  Fresh meat and fresh meat products

3. Fresh poultry and fresh poultry products

4,  Otherwise unpackaged fruits, nuts, or vegetable¢

5.  Otherwise unpackaged confectionery

6. Otherwise unpackaged fresh cheese

7. Otherwise unpackaged baked goods

8. lce

9. Foods and goods obtained at a farmers’ market
10.  Prescription drugs obtained from a pharmacy
11.  Newspapers
12.  Dry-cleaned goods
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