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Overview

Plastics and Packaging Reduction Act

Sponsored by Delegate Lierman and Senator 

Augustine

•Part 1: Statewide plastic bag ban/other 

bag fee 

•Part 2: Work group to holistically look at 

products



Bag Regulation

•Ban plastic carryout bags less than four mils thick and 

compostable plastic carryout bags

•Place a .10 fee on paper and other material bags at 

point of sale

•Retailer retains the fee

•Applies to to-go food bags from restaurants, other retail 

(i.e., apparel and home goods)

•Common exemptions (non-handled, non point of sale)

•Voucher holders

•Take effect July 2020



The Rundown

• Why a ban/fee structure→ eliminate the worst 

polluters, while the fee will drive behavior change

• Consistency statewide is key → state bill as the 

floor for an overall structure

• Not a tax!

• Recycling not the answer: only 1% get recycled, 

and does not address enviro/health impacts of 

production

• Business friendly: they’ll save money over time as 

consumption decreases, plus recover some cost



Single Use Packaging Work Group

•Will examine beverage containers, straws/stirrers, condiment packets/containers, toiletries, snack 

packaging, to-go packaging etc.

•Account for production, consumption and disposal: litter and diversion

•Identify comprehensive approach: multi-pronged strategy

•Defined composition: elected officials, solid waste industry, environmental advocacy community, 

scientific expertise, business sector, residents

•Two public hearings

•Deliver a plan by December 2020











Other Bills

Ask Only Policy on Straws – Delegate Love (reintroducing from 2019)

Hotel Toiletry phase-out – Delegate Love (mirroring California’s legislation)

Ban on mass balloon releases – Senator Lam

Waste:

Organic Waste Generator Bill, Removal of Incineration Subsidies, Delegate Charkoudian

Bill focusing on MDE reporting transparency and clarity - Delegate Smith

Others TBD in a zero waste package, green new deal package 



Questions and Comments

Ashley Van Stone
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