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Nine Projects Unveiled for Community Improvements and Urban Greening, and 
Opportunity Announced for Additional Funding 

 
BALTIMORE – Today the Baltimore City Department of Public Works (DPW), the Baltimore Office of 
Sustainability’s Growing Green Initiative, and the Chesapeake Bay Trust announce funding awards for 
nine projects that beautify and green communities as well as improve stormwater quality and quantity, 
and also together announce the availability of close to $1 million in additional funds to be awarded next 
fall. Current award winners include faith-based organizations, environmental non-profit organizations, 
community and neighborhood groups, and more. 
 
This partnership between Baltimore City and the Chesapeake Bay Trust offers true leveraging of funds: 
Of the total amount of $316,188 awarded today for projects in Baltimore City, $147,000 is provided by 
Baltimore City and $169,000 is provided by the Chesapeake Bay Trust predominantly through the 
Treasure the Chesapeake license plate program, or the “Bay plate.” Through unique funding 
collaboratives such as this, both entities can maximize outcomes for each dollar invested. 
 
The shared goals of both organizations are to support projects that improve the quality of life in 
Baltimore City while connecting Baltimore City residents to the outdoors, natural spaces and natural 
resources, and water quality of local streams, rivers, and Baltimore Harbor. In the next round of funding, 
an additional $100,000 is available specifically for Baltimore City projects supplied by the Department of 
Public Works through the stormwater remediation fee, and $850,000 additional is available through the 
Chesapeake Bay Trust for projects in Baltimore City and elsewhere in Maryland. The Growing Green 
Initiative will provide funding for vacant lot restoration projects as part of the 2016-2017 Chesapeake 
Bay Trust’s Green Jobs, Green Streets, Green Towns grant program. 
 
“We are so happy to have developed this funding partnership with Baltimore City,” said Dr. Jana Davis, 
Executive Director of the Chesapeake Bay Trust. “When two groups with resources can come together 
and collaborate, it improves the access of funding for non-profit organizations. In this case, the Trust can 
combine its goal of getting kids and adults outside and enjoying nature with the City’s goal to 
measurably improve our community’s natural resources. We are thrilled to announce the availability of 
up to $1,000,000 for the next round of winners.” 
 
“I’m delighted that the Department of Public Works is able to support stormwater education and 
restoration efforts in Baltimore City,” said DPW Director Rudy S. Chow, P.E. “Our funding, which is 
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provided through the stormwater remediation fee, is an investment in community improvement and 
water quality.” 
 
Proposals for the next round of funding will be due at the end of September 2016, and information 
about how to apply can be found at www.cbtrust.org. 
 
The following nine Baltimore City projects were supported in the last round of funding: 
 
St. John Lutheran Church, $52,933: St. John's Lutheran in Brooklyn, MD, an ELCA congregation of the 
DEMD synod, seeks to reduce its impact upon the Patapsco River, Baltimore Harbor, and Chesapeake 
Bay by taking a comprehensive approach to its rainwater management at its church, playground, and 
parking facilities. 
 
Second Chance, Inc., $75,000: The Gateway Greening Project is intended to control the flow and treat 
the water quality of stormwater from the parking lot in front of 1700 Ridgely Street and to reduce the 
pollutant load entering the Baltimore Harbor, and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay, from this source. 
 
Strength to Love II, $20,000: This grantee plans to develop a master land use, business, and fundraising 
plan to guide the transformation of a vacant lot in the neighborhood of Sandtown-Winchester to an 
urban farm. The objective of the project is to provide professionally prepared land use, business, and 
fundraising plans for the preparation of the current vacant lot into an Urban Farming system. 
 
Jane's House of Inspiration, $29,000: The A-MAZE-N Recovery Fruit Garden will combine stormwater 
restoration and community engagement to build a garden on an abandoned lot in the East Baltimore 
Midway Community. 
 
Fusion Partnerships, $25,000: The project will install a  stormwater bioretention garden at the South 
Baltimore Charter School, a public Baltimore City school located in southwest Baltimore. The 
overarching goal of the proposed project is to help improve water quality in the Harbor and ultimately 
the Chesapeake Bay by treating polluted surface run-off from the adjacent parking lot, reducing the total 
amount of stormwater from surface runoff entering the municipal storm sewer system, and increasing 
the total amount of stormwater from the school property being returned to groundwater supplies and 
the water table. 
 
Ridge to Reefs, $49,933: When it rains heavily, given the structure of Baltimore City’s sewer system, 
often overflows into the Harbor occur.  This project will create a social marketing campaign to 
encourage proper disposal of household waste to reduce sanitary sewer overflows caused by improper 
disposal of materials into the sanitary system.   
 
Mount Royal Community Development Corporation, $24,726: The TreeVision program trains residents 
to plant, maintain, and care for trees.  The ultimate goal is to expand the urban tree canopy in the 
Mount Royal District to help the City meet its 40% tree canopy goal. 
 
Department of Recreation and Parks, $19,596: The “Discover Gwynns Falls!” project will connect 
Baltimore City residents to the Gwynns Falls Park through a variety of programs and volunteer projects, 
highlighting the importance of natural areas in a fun recreational park. Research shows that of all 
Maryland counties, residents of Baltimore City use local parks the most, with 38% of city residents 
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reporting that they visit parks frequently, and 72% at least occasionally. This project will engage 500 new 
users by providing stress relieving, leisure activities that connect them to these spaces. 
 
Civic Works, Inc., $20,000: Recently, significant attention has been paid to the value of locally grown 
foods and a related issue of “food deserts,” or areas in which access for residents to healthy foods is 
low. This train-the-trainer project is designed to encourage local orchards through recruitment and 
training of orchard stewards. These stewards can parlay the growing interest in urban orchards, human 
nutrition, and locally produced food into greater knowledge of, appreciation for, and engagement in 
local ecosystems and watersheds. 
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