Variance for Specimen Tree Removal in Baltimore City

Specimen trees are protected under the Forest Conservation Act.  

In Baltimore City, an administrative variance must be granted by the Director of Planning to remove any specimen tree that is subject to Forest Conservation.  
A specimen tree is defined as any tree:
(1) 20 inches DBH or greater, or 

(2) 75 percent or more of the DBH of the current State champion tree of that species as designated by the Department of Natural Resources. 

Required mitigation is one caliper replacement for each caliper inch (dbh) removed for the first 60 caliper inches removed; then 1:2 for the next 40 caliper inches removed--so that one caliper replacement is made for every 2 caliper inchs (dbh) removed; and 1:4 for any additional inches above 100” removed.  This mitigation is in addition to Forest Conservation afforestation and reforestation requirements.  Trees to be removed must be delineated on the Forest Conservation Plan and the mitigation calculations shown.
No mitigation is required for the removal of a tree if:

a.  The tree is determined to be in poor condition by a certified arborist and approved by the Office of Sustainability or Division of Forestry.

b. The species is considered invasive by the Baltimore City Office of Sustainability
c. The tree is infested or diseased to the extent that death is imminent or the tree is a threat by contagion.
d.  The tree interferes with existing utility services or easements.
e.  The tree is deemed a hazard by a certified arborist and approved by the Office of Sustainability or Division of Forestry.
The exempting condition(s) must be documented in the FSD and existing conditions plan. 
 If the tree presents an imminent danger, that condition should be documented and the tree removed.
If the Director of Sustainability does not grant the variance, the applicant has the right to appeal to the Planning Commission.  Appeals must be filed within thirty days of the Director of Sustainability’s denial of the variance.
Poor condition means that the tree has more than 25% crown die-back due to health problems, the roots are not sound or trunk is not sound, or it has a major infestation or pathological problem as determined by a certified arborist and approved by the Office of Sustainability or Division of Forestry.
